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Nigeria’s A Place Of Opportunities
For Every Industry-Bruno Bouygues

By Danlel Anazia

LLOWING avisit to the country,
ano Bouygues, President/CEO, GYS,
France,a French company that man-
ufactures welding equipment to assemble
steel, has said that Nigeria is a place of
‘opportunities for every industy.

He spokewhen he visited Rutam House,
The Guardian head office in Lagos.

‘The company has factories as well as com-
‘mercial subsidiaries in France, Germany,
UK, Italy, India, Morocco and China, and
‘over750 employees around the world.
‘Bouygues stressed that Nigeria was a
‘country with enormous business opportu-
nities in manufacturing, construction,
real estate, oil and gas, which are major
sectors of the country's economy.

He stated that GYS supplies products to
neighbouring African countries but not to
Nigeria. Therefore, according to him, his
purpose of visiting Nigeria, though a short
stay, is to prospect for clients, make part-
nerships and organize distributions for
his company's products.

“am very enthusiastic about the
dynamism of the Nigerian economy.
Lagos is incredibly a big city, though with
alotof traffic. Even though I knew Nigeria
‘was avery big country, I didn't measure
the size until Iarrived here” he said.

Bouygues further stated that over the
next10 years, he hopes to open factories in
Aftica, and this i to show that thevisit to
Nigeria makes it avery interesting place
because there is big market for his kind of
business.

He spoke further:“I think Nigeria is the
right market for many types of products.
First, Iwas very surprised at the level of

roficiency in international business.
Nigeria is very much used to deal in the
sub-region but everywhere in the world. 1
sawalotof talents in the entrepreneurs,
‘which looks globally.

“What I'saw is different from the image of
Nigeria that is painted out there in devel-
‘oped climes. We may have an image of
Nigeria of the past but not of the modern
Nigeria. 1was very impressed with the real
estate development, oil and gas with ship-
yards particularly on the Island. P also
impressed with the technical engineers
that the country has.

“When you are in the field of welding,
‘you have to discuss with engineers on
‘what are the problems, The level of knowl-
edgelencountered is incredibly good and
Iwas immensely impressed with them. I
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Ithink Nigeria is the right

market for many types of

products. First, Iwas very
surpnsedatthelevel ofproﬁ—

tive equipment. Nigeria is a place of
‘opportunities for every industry”

He explained that GYSis a French family-
‘owned industrial group that engineers
and manufactures arc welding, spot weld-
ing and automaivebatterysevice (b,

ciencyin
ness. Nigeria is very much

used to deal, in the sub-region

but everywhere in the world.
Isaw a lot of talents in the

which looks

testers) equipment.
Ttwas founded in 1964, in Laval, France by

globally.
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Forthis reason, we chose
ourmotto: Invest in the
Future! Indeed, we are

convinced that our future

is closely linked to our
customers’ future. For this
reason, we do everything in
our power to understand what
distributors and
customers are expecting
from us to know what
challenges they are facing and
to see towhat extent
we can enable them to meet
these challenges, establishing
us as their favourite
partner

HE NOLEU L DeWeEI 199/ a1 2001,
after the acquisition, significant invest-
ments were quickly made to modernize
the historical French factory.
simultaneously,the management decid-
ed 1o expand the transformerbased
welding machines rangewith the manu-
facturing of GYS first inverter electrode
‘welding machine.

From 2004 to today, the group has
expanded its three product families: Arc
welding equipment— arcwelder, TIG
‘welder, MIG welder and Plasma cutter;
Automotive body repair equipment—
sporwelder, dent puller, MIG welder, ift-
ing equipment, and rivetting equip-
‘ment, and Battery service equipment—
battery charger, battery starter, booster
and jumper cables.

Following the firm’s continuous invest-
ment i research and development, and
the acquisition of knowledge, it is now
oneof theworld’s technological leaders
and amajor playerin the design and
manufacture of welding machines, bat-
tery chargers and car body repair equip-
ment.

On

behalf of EDF, following its decision to

policy, Bouygues explained that the new
‘market realitic i

ern part of France from 110V t0 230V,

milieu coupled with the size of the com-
ire fast. i

Narrating
Bouygues sated that itwas boughtby two
industrial holdings between 1980 and
1996. During the same period, the compa-
ny expanded its portfolio of welding prod-
ucts. lnngw,themnemmanagemem

demands.

“For this reason, we chose our motto:
Invest in the Future! Indeed, we are con-
vinced that our future is closely linked to
our customers’ future. For this reason, we

acquir do everything in our power to under-
mecompanyhad atthetimeastrong  standwhat distributors and customers
y charg: from us to know what chal-
errange. lenges they are faci
extent these
- :
Kets, hestated. favourite partner” he added.



